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A religious magazine, devoted to the cause 

of Christ and published for the dissemina- 

tion of Bible truth alone. The MEGIDDO 

MESSAGE will 


@ Strengthen your faith in the Bible 
@ Answer perplexing religious questions 


@ Give you courage for these uncertain 
times 


@ Help you live above the world’s moral 
corruption 


@ Reveal to you how to develop a char- 
acter acceptable to God 


@ Bring peace and stability to your life 
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Instructive Booklets 


In addition to the MESSAGE you should 
by all means read the following booklets. 
Each booklet is a complete subject of itself. 
The Bible is made understandable and in- 
teresting to study. 


HISTORY or tHe MEGIDDO MISSION 
Tur COMING or JESUS anno ELIJAH 
WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED? 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
THE GREAT APOSTASY 
AFTER DEATH, WHAT? 
HELL AND THE DEVIL 
SPIRITUAL CREATION 
THE HOLY SPIRIT 
THE SABBATH 


TRINITY 
Complete set $2.25 
Single copies .20 
History 40 


A TREATISE 
ON THE HOLY SPIRIT 


Have you wondered why professed Chris- 
tians have never felt the genuine power of 
Holy Spirit? 

Have you been disappointed by pretend- 
ers who falsely claimed apostolic power? 

Have you hoped to know the true mean- 
ing of the Biblical promise? 

Then you will find this booklet most in- 
teresting and instructive. 


It discusses Biblical evidence concerning 
the Holy Spirit Power as promised by Jesus 
in fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy. 


The following questions are answered: 
When was it given to God’s people? 
Why was it given? 

When was it withheld? 
Why was it withheld? 
When shall it be restored? 


Send for your copy today. 


60 pages, size 6 by 9 inches. Price 20 cents. 





Scriptural Mottoes 


in full-color 
1. WORK, WATCH, PRAY 


2.ALL THINGS WORK TO- 
GETHER FOR GOOD TO THEM 
THAT LOVE GOD 


3. CHRIST IS THE HEAD OF 
THIS HOUSE, THE UNSEEN 
GUEST AT EVERY MEAL, THE 
SILENT LISTENER TO EVERY 
CONVERSATION. 


Printed on dull coated paper. 
Suitable for framing. 
Approximate size, 9% by 12 inches. 


Price each, 15 cents. 











HISTORY 
of the 
MEGIDDO MISSION 
The pages of this book also unfold the pur- 
pose of our organization and the scope of 
our work, both past and present, for the 
dissemination of Truth. If you cherish the 
desire to know more about the Mission you 
may get some of this information through 
the printed page. A comprehensive synopsis 
of our beliefs is contained in the Appendix. 
Price 40 cents postpaid. 
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Comfort Overseas 
Dear Friends: 

I have been receiving the MEGIDDO MEs- 
SAGE while being stationed overseas in 
Japan. I have enjoyed the articles very 
much and find them to be a great comfort 
to me to rely on during my tour of duty 
here. 


Orlando A. F. B., Fla. W. D.C. 


Meet the Challenge 
Dear Brother: 

We of all people have the most to be 
thankful for. Whether our path be strewn 
with joy or care, let truth be our aim and 
object. If gains or losses are our portion, 
let us never once lose sight of our goal. If 
we are true Christians, our supreme pur- 
pose in life will be to meet the challenge to 
be loyal to God. 

To meet this challenge will require push, 
determination and devotion. It means work 
to kill out the flesh and build new char- 
acters, new motives, new hopes and desires. 
It takes strength to withstand the tempest. 
Trees that grow on the mountains are deep- 
ly and strongly rooted. So if we are bidden 
to stand, we must be anchored by an un- 
wavering faith in God. 

Every strong character must have a deep 
root. Shallow rooting means feeble power 
of resistance. Because it lacked root the seed 
sown on rocky ground withered away in the 
hot sun. We must be deeply rooted if we 
are to endure to the end. 

Elgin, Oregon J. G. 


Strengthened 
Kind Sir: 

I have really been strengthened from the 
reading of your sample copies of the MEs- 
SAGE. May God bless you and aid you to 
keep up the good work. 

Nacogdoches, Tex. C. H. 
Maranatha 
Dear Sister: 

Maranatha! What a word! It should start 
a bell ringing in our minds which would 
never stop until it becomes the song of vic- 
tory in that gladsome day of eternal joy 
to all overcomers. 

If we have a determination to wear the 
crown of glory, we will allow nothing to 
creep in that will rob us of it. No doubt 
everyone would gladly say, “I desire to 
wear that crown.” But before we can wear 
that crown we must first bear the cross. 
What a life, what a liberty, what a pur- 
suit of happiness that crowning will mean: 
Freedom to soar through the air as easy as 
a bird; liberty to shout our hallelujahs; and 
happiness beyond compare when we realize 
this earth is freed from sin, sickness, sor- 
row and death. 


Detroit, Mich. L. W. 
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Mighty, Matchless Divinity 


ROM out the pages of Holy Writ we sense in faithful 
F men a strong and fervent desire to be closer to the 

Infinite. Men have expressed this desire through 
prayer, fasting, meditation, and through contemplation 
of the Creator’s handiwork. Only through knowledge of 
His work can one comprehend His might. Only by poring 
over His message can we know His mind. 

So overwhelmed was David with the Creator’s might 
and his own speck-worthlessness that he was caused to 
exclaim, “When I consider the heavens, the work of 
thy fingers, the moon and the stars, which thou hast or- 
dained; what is man, that thou art mindful of him? and 
the son of man, that thou visitest him?” (Ps. 8: 8, 4). By 
what supreme act of condescension do we, humblest of 
earth, unknown and unlearned, come within the scope of 
God’s care! 


Creation 


When the round full moon climbs slowly over the eve- 
ning’s eastern horizon, it is easy to wonder how many 
countless ages this same moon has cast its light over 
the earth. Silently it has seen vast continents rise from 
the seas and others swallowed in their salty depths. It 
has watched the tireless clouds perform their duties in 
watering the thirsty lands: all with no man to look on or 
take any credit to himself. Laws without number and 
beyond our imagination operate continuously about us, 
and even within us, for us and against us, all strangers 
to our comprehension, Indeed, were we informed of their 
existence and purpose we might be little if any wiser than 
we are. 

Oh, how little man knows! A short search reveals our 
limitation, for Paul tells us in I Cor. 2:9, “Eye hath not 
seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart 
of man, the things which God hath prepared for them 
that love Him.” This places man pretty far down the scale 
of all knowledge, when we realize that there are things 
in existence today that we know not, and even beyond 
that, things that we cannot begin to imagine because they 
are so far above our level of intelligence. This includes 
everyone from the dullard to the scientific genius, for the 
Almighty says the wisdom of man is foolishness with 
Him. While man’s limitations are thus demonstrated to 
us, in no field are they so pitifully apparent as in self- 
understanding, self-development and self-control. 


The Creator 


The Everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends 
of the earth, is speaking. What a contrast! “Hast thou 
not known? hast thou not heard, that the everlasting God, 
the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth 
not, neither is weary? there is no searching of his un- 
derstanding” (Isa. 40: 28). Man has never accomplished 
anything worth mentioning in his little span of three- 
score years and ten, but the Eternal has created all, in- 
cluding man himself. Man cannot satisfactorily explain 
the most common phenomenon in nature, the forming of 


food in green plants by the combination of earth, air, 
water and sunlight. God is eternal in character, man but a 
passing vapor (James 4: 14). God is the ruling Sovereign 
of all nature, while man can rule himself only by effort 
so great that only few will ever attempt it. God created 
the ends of the earth, things too great and distant for us 
to see and understand, and at the other extreme things 
too small and delicate for man to comprehend. 

The Lord inquires of Job, “Hast thou entered into the 
treasures of the snow? or hast thou seen the treasures of 
the hail?” (38:22). It is known to science that snow 
brings valuable ammonia to the soil; and who can say 
if this is more than a small part of its work? Again the 
Lord inquires, “Who hath put wisdom in the inward 
parts? or who hath given understanding to the heart 
[mind]?” In reply Job says, “Behold, I am vile; what 
shall I answer thee? I will lay mine hand upon my 
mouth” (40:4). Can we come closer than Job to the se- 
crets of the Almighty? This is He who announces himself 
to mankind, and gives poor frail creatures of the dust 
an opportunity to listen to wisdom. 


Attributes of the Creator 


“The Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth not, 
neither is weary.” The Prophet Isaiah says, “They that 
wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall 
mount up with wings [power] as eagles; they shall run, 
and not be weary; and they shall walk and not faint” 
(40:31). Although man has the promise of enjoying 
power for his physical use without weariness if he does 
that which is pleasing in the Lord’s sight now, even moral 
exertion tires him today. “Let us not be weary in well 
doing; for in due season we shall reap if we faint not,” 
says the Apostle Paul. We need look no further for proof 
than our own experience in trying to do well. If it did not 
weary man to do well, God would never have given the 
command to put away evil, wash and be clean. The great 
God never wearies of doing well, and if we follow His 
example and learn to do well in a manner acceptable to 
Him, there will come a time when to our expanded minds 
neither physical nor moral effort will be wearisome, and 
the only tendency of our lives will ever be onward and 
upward to greater joys and opportunities. But before that 
time, lies the remaining portion of our probation when 
we must prove that we are one who really desires that 
reward, by putting away all evil now, when conditions 
are not so helpful and encouraging for righteous living. 

“There is no searching of His understanding.” The 
Apostle exclaims in Romans 11: 33, “O the depth of the 
riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How 
unsearchable are His judgments, and His ways past find- 
ing out!” These words of humble admiration came from 
the heart, for he had been instructed by Jesus, who had 
been through the death state, received instruction of the 
Father, and been made immortal. Not once but repeatedly 
Jesus had appeared to instruct Paul. The first time He 
said, “I have appeared unto thee for this purpose, to 
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make thee a minister and a witness both of these things 
which thou hast seen, and those things in the which I 
will appear unto thee” (Acts 26:16). Is it any wonder 
Paul could proclaim the wonderful knowledge and under- 
standing of God? We cannot search out God’s understand- 
ing, but we can share with Paul some of the wonderful 
depths of God’s understanding that Jesus gave to him. 
Then we shall know more what we can do to please our 
God, drawing nearer to Him in knowledge and practice, 
now and in the future. Paul said, “Copy me as I copy 
Christ” (I Cor. 11:1, Moffatt). 

“Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gos- 
pel of Christ,” he tells us in Philippians 1:27, “that 
whether I come and see you, or else be absent, I may hear 
of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one 
mind, striving together for the faith of the gospel.” He 
always spoke to edification and upbuilding, else he could 
not have testified at the sundown of life that he had 
fought a good fight and finished his course. Can our rec- 
ord afford to be less? Again he tells us in II Cor. 6:17, 
“Come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith 
the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will re- 
ceive you.” Separation from the world and worldliness 
is not merely advice but a God-given command which 
must be obeyed if our thoughts and actions are ever to 
be purified. And even this is not enough, for Paul ad- 
monishes us in Rom. 12:1, “I beseech you therefore, 
brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your 
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable, unto God, which 
is your reasonable service.” To make our lives a living 
sacrifice is a high calling, but only a step toward a higher 
knowledge of God’s wonderful knowledge and wisdom. 

There is a great work to do with self before we can 
qualify for such a wonderful reward and be privileged 
to share in the wonders of the knowledge of God’s crea- 
tion. First we must be one with God mentally, then one 
with Him morally, and then He will gladly make us one 
with Him physically. But even then we never shall be 
able to search out His understanding. 


Divine Knowledge versus Human Speculation 


Concerning the morrow, man guesses; God knows. He 
makes the claim through Isaiah, “Remember the former 
things of old; for I am God, and there is none else; I am 
God, and there is none like me, declaring the end from 
the beginning, and from ancient times the things that 
are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I 
will do all my pleasure” (46:9, 10). 

Nothing in the world is easier than to make assertions 
and claims, They assail our ears and eyes wherever we 
turn. Self-appointed messiahs have arisen from age to 
age, proclaiming their alleged divine commission or their 
qualifications for saving the world. Demagogues have 
swayed nations by the time-tested formula of assertion, 
repetition and enthusiasm. 

But assertion without proof is like a check drawn on 
a non-existent bank account, and most of the self-exalta- 
tion we hear from day to day is as empty as that. When 
challenged, much of it is like Shakespeare’s character 
who brags, “I can call spirits from the vasty deep!” To 
which his companion replies, “Why, so can I, or so can 
any man; but will they come when you do call for them?” 

A workman or artist is known by his productions, and 


we may safely brand as fraudulent any claimant for 
honors who cannot produce visible evidence of his skill 
or merit. The God of the Bible does not shrink from this 
challenge, but even invites it. Constantly through the 
prophets He urges His people to prove, test and try Him, 
that they might know fully His power, wisdom, justice 
and mercy. “Try the spirits, whether they are of God,” 
the apostle warns us, “because many false prophets are 
gone out into the world.” 

In a world where there are “gods many and lords 
many,” it is important that we should investigate and 
make the right choice. In ancient times the heathen gods, 
idols of wood and stone, competed with Jehovah for the 
allegiance of the people. Today we look upon idolatry as 
a thing of the dead past; but the conflict is no less fierce 
as the gods of this world, “the lust of the flesh, the lust of 
the eyes, and the pride of life,” “the cares of this world 
and the deceitfulness of riches,” clamor for our attention 
and our life’s service. 

The mere fact of the existence of a Creator is the easi- 
est thing in the world to prove, and the hardest to deny. 
The order of nature, the visible creation, terrestrial and 
celestial, are evidence enough for any sane man or wom- 
an. “To whom then will ye liken me, or shall I be equal? 
saith the Holy One. Lift up your eyes on high, and behold 
who hath created these things, that bringeth out their 
host by number: he calleth them all by names by the 
greatness of his might, for that he is strong in power; 
not one faileth” (Isa. 40: 25, 26). This is assertion backed 
by proof. 


Is This Creator the God of the Bible? 


Can it be proved beyond doubt or question that this Book 
is His revelation? Lacking such proof, in spite of our 
traditional reverence for it, it has no superiority, so far 
as our salvation is concerned, over such competitors as 
the Koran, the Vedas, the Buddhist scriptures, the Book 
of Mormon, or the anarchy of Humanism. 

Fortunately the Bible is not a Book which requires 
apology or taking for granted. It fears no competition, 
because it is so utterly unlike its competitors. The thing 
which makes it unique among religious manuals is its 
system of prophecy, the writings of men divinely inspired 
to foretell future events. “The prophecy came not in 
old time by the will of men; but holy men of God spake 
as they were moved by the Holy Spirit” (II Peter 1: 21). 

But, it may be reasonably argued, this statement is 
but an assertion; how about proof? A fair question. Back 
in the days of Moses, when the plan of salvation was 
young and the prophecies not yet written, the Eternal 
laid down the rules for the discernment of false from 
true. “If thou say in thine heart, How shall we know the 
word which the Lord hath not spoken? When a prophet 
speaketh in the name of the Lord, if the thing follow not, 
nor come to pass, that is the thing which the Lord hath 
not spoken, but the prophet hath spoken it presumptuous- 
ly: thou shalt not be afraid of him” (Deut. 18:21, 22). 

This simple pragmatic test validates the words of every 
prophet of the Lord. The Almighty makes no mistake, 
never has to apologize for a wrong guess. Anyone who 
will read the whole story must be impressed that here is 
something more than forecasting of the future by the 
experience of the past and the law of averages. Human 
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prophets of politics, economics, or the weather, are con- 
stantly embarrassed by their errors. There is none of this 
in the Holy Scriptures. The great amount of historical 
matter therein found is for various purposes. The “things 
written aforetime were written for our learning” (Rom. 
15: 4) ; some for moral lessons, some as types and shadows 
of eternal things, and much—very much—to confirm the 
shorter-range prophecies of the Eternal’s mouthpieces. 

Since many of the prophecies reach over vast periods 
of time, “the end from the beginning,” it was necessary 
to have a class of short-range, minor forecasts for con- 
firmation of the prophets’ mission. God, as we have said, 
always provides evidence when He sends a leader or 
spokesman. Moses wrought wonders with his rod to con- 
vince the multitude; Gideon was twice reassured by the 
miracle of the fleece; the promise of Abraham’s inherit- 
ance was confirmed to him in a vision and again when his 
son Isaac was miraculously delivered from death. Angels 
appeared again and again to individuals chosen for a 
special work. So each prophet was given power to justify 
his claims by delivering oracles to be fulfilled in that gen- 
eration, that the longer-range prophecies might be trusted. 

Typical of this class are the words of Nathan in II Sam. 
12: 11—14, and the 24-hour prophecy of Elisha in II 
Kings 7:1, both of which required Divine inspiration 


and which speedily proved to be of God. Somewhat longer 
in reach but still within the life span of that generation 
was the prediction that Israel should wander in the 
wilderness for forty years before entering the Promised 
Land. Jeremiah foretold the capture of Jerusalem by the 
Babylonians, which came to pass very soon; also its 
restoration after seventy years, which was witnessed by 
old men who had no doubt heard the prophet’s warnings. 

Again, many prophecies were timed to be fulfilled be- 
fore the beginning of the Age of Faith, that we of the 
last days and our brethren who walked by faith before 
the great apostasy, deprived of visible manifestations of 
Divine power, might have confidence in the Word. Of 
these we might mention the fate of the Jewish nation at 
the hands of Rome, the theme of many a prophecy from 
Moses to Jesus Himself. The great Apostasy is a mighty 
evidence to us, as well as the restoration of Truth by the 
faithful and wise servant of God in our time. The present 
condition, of the world, compared with II Tim. 3: 1—5, 
13, is proof of the most convincing nature, while Luke 
21: 25, 26, gives us faith in the fulfillment of verse 27. 

Faith in the Creator and in His messages generates 
working energy enabling man to live above and beyond 
himself, to aspire and attain to that standard of holiness 
which was set by the Master of men. This is our life work. 





Christian Storm Troopers 


TORM troopers are the division of our nation’s army 

that have assigned to them the dangerous task of 
breaking through the enemy’s fortifications, or of es- 
tablishing a beachhead under heavy gun-fire or aerial 
bombardment. Storm troopers are especially prepared 
and chosen for this offensive work because of their high 
morale, training, and discipline. Their duty is not to stay 
behind the breastworks or other fortifications and resist 
while the enemy makes the assault. Their work is to at- 
tack. It is their lot to fulfill the most hazardous assign- 
ments. Their work is never simple nor easy. It is difficult, 
calling forth the very best that is in them. It is their 
work to storm their way through formidable defenses 
and crack the enemy line. 

Storm troopers are always belligerent. They go out in 
search of the foe, they are ready for immediate action. 
They don’t wait for the foe to come and pick a fight with 
them, they plunge bravely into the fight and make their 
presence felt. So today God is training Christians to bat- 
tle against the most insidious of foes, the flesh with its 
wiliness. And it is entrenched, it is dug in deep. It is well 
fortified, it is adequately manned and heavily armed. To 
meet these exigencies God is training our “hands to war,” 
and our “fingers to fight” (Ps. 144:1). 

He commands us to take the whole armor of God that 
we may be able to stand when we meet the enemy on the 
field of battle. He supplies the weapons, but He commands 
us to take and use them. “Finally, my brethren, be strong 
in the Lord, and in the power of his might. Put on the 
whole armor of God, that ye may be able to stand against 
the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh 
and blood, but against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against 
spiritual wickedness in high places.” 


First we must fight against the false doctrines, be- 
liefs and practices that lead away from God. Then follows 
the even hotter battle with our own worst self; the foes 
of defeat, despair, discouragement, faithlessness, rebel- 
lion against law. Therefore we are commanded, “Take 
unto you the whole armor of God, that ye may be able 
to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 
Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, 
and having on the breastplate of righteousness; and your 
feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 
above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be 
able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. And take 
the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the spirit, which 
is the word of God” (Eph. 6: 10—17). If we do not use 
these weapons God provides, defeat will be ours, but we 
shall have no one to blame but ourselves. 

A storm trooper is recognized as a good soldier, in fact 
the best type of soldier in our nation’s army. Often a 
patriotic father wants his son to join the army and be- 
come a good fighting man. The Christian soldier too must 
be a good soldier. That is the kind of a soldier that Paul 
wanted his son-in-the-faith, Timothy, to be. Hence he 
said: “Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace 
that is in Christ Jesus. .. . Thou therefore endure hard- 
ness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. No man that war- 
reth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that 
he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier” 
(II Tim. 2:1, 83—5). 

Paul is explicit as to the qualities making up a good 
soldier. As such he must be prepared to endure hardness. 
Victory cannot come in any other way than by enduring 
hardness. Sacrifices must be made. The storm trooper 
cannot take the comforts of home along with him on a 
military expedition in war-time, neither can the eager 
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soul who is bent upon storming his way into the Kingdom 
of God. He must be prepared to give up many of the at- 
tractions of the world, many of the pastimes they engage 
in, and follow a prescribed course. The good soldier also 
must be different, he must come out from the world, he 
must surrender the right to do many of the things it may 
seem it should be his privilege to do. He must not partake 
of the world’s ways, he must have other interests, other 
concerns, other attitudes. 

The storm trooper is not at liberty to act as he pleases. 
He must abide strictly by tightly formulated rules. Be- 
cause a certain line of strategy looks practical to him 
doesn’t give him license to act on his own. He doesn’t 
have access to all the facts so as to properly evaluate the 
situation, and should he attempt to act on his own with- 
out the support of his troop he would lay himself open 
to the most perilous hazards, and render himself a nui- 
sance in place of a benefit to his regiment. 

So the Christian storm trooper cannot act on his own. 
“The flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit 
against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the 
other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would” 
(Gal. 5:17). We must become workers together with 
God, for in unity there is strength. The Christian storm 
trooper is a part of the Lord’s army, and as such must 
follow his Captain. “Behold, God himself is with us for 
our captain, and his priests with sounding trumpets to 
cry alarm against you” (II Chron, 13:12). The Lord is 
the Commanding General, He has the complete say of 
how the battle must be fought, but He issues the orders 
to the common soldiers through the lesser officers, “his 
priests with sounding trumpets” cry alarm against us. 
And failure to obey the commissioned officers is equal 
to disobedience to the Lord Himself. 

If we would war a good warfare against all sin and 
wrong we must have courage, strength, fortitude and en- 
durance. We must show ourselves men of mettle, of pur- 
pose, good soldiers “who know what’s right, nor only so, 
but always practice what they know.” Paul put this 
thought into meaningful words when he said: “Be watch- 
ful, stand firm in your faith, be courageous, be strong” 
(I Cor. 16: 13, R.S.V.). Mussolini, the one-time infamous 
dictator of Italy, once said: “I would rather live one day 
as a lion than a thousand as a lamb.” That policy made 
a very dangerous dictator, but it would be a hard-to-beat 
plan for a Christian storm trooper. We must be strong 
in the grace that is in Christ Jesus, strong in our denun- 
ciation of all sin and wrong. The arch foe, self, is ever 
present, and we must always keep ourselves in fighting 
trim. An old preacher, many years ago, would always 
close his prayers with: “Lord, help us to keep our regi- 
mentals on.” And that is good advice to us. 

The toughest fighting force in the United States Army 
is the Marines. It is said that the hardening-up program 
that they are subjected to is so strenuous that death 
sometimes results. The Marine must be prepared to fol- 
low his superior officer wherever he goes. They may be 
taken on forced marches after dark over unfamiliar ter- 
rain, even to the wading of streams or rivers. You will 
recall the six Marines who lost their lives by drowning 
at Parris Island Training Base a couple of years ago. 
Likewise the Christian storm trooper must be prepared 
to take a forced march in the dark, he must follow the 
Lamb whithersoever he goeth. Our Master Himself was 


doing just this when in Gethsemane He said: “Father, if 
thou be willing, remove this cup from me: nevertheless 
not my will, but thine, be done.” 

In this training prescribed for the true Christian we 
cannot always see to the end of the steps we are about to 
take, but we should believe with all our heart that God is 
with us for our Captain and our Cause will win. And 
though we cannot see why events in our lives shape up as 
they do, yet in hope of that “far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory” offered us, we will press right 
ahead. 

Dr. Moffatt’s translation of Matt. 11: 12, 13 carries the 
idea of Christian storm troopers. It employs the term 
“storming” rather than “pressing” into the kingdom, 
as the parallel passage in Luke 16: 16 is worded. “From 
the days of John the Baptist until now, they are pressing 
into the Realm of heaven—these eager souls are storming 
it!” Storm troopers in action. 

Let us be wise, let us be among those eager souls who 
are storming their way into the Kingdom, who will allow 
neither death, nor life, nor principalities, nor powers, 
things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, 
nor any other creature to separate them from the doing 
of God’s commandments. 





My Bible and I 


We've traveled together, 
My Bible and I, 
Through all kinds of weather, 
With smile or with sigh; 
In sorrow or sunshine, 
In tempest or calm, 
Thy friendship’s unchanging, 
My lamp and my psalm. 


We’ve traveled together, 
My Bible and I, 
When life has grown weary 
And death e’en was nigh; 
But all through the darkness 
Of mist and of wrong, 
I found thee a solace, 
A prayer or a song. 


So now, who shall part us, 
My Bible and I? 
Shall ism, or schism, 
Or new lights who try? 
Shall shadow for substance, 
Or stone for good bread, 
Supplant its sound wisdom, 
Give folly instead? 


Ah, no, my dear Bible, 
Revealer of Light, 
Thou Sword of the Spirit, 
Put error to flight! 
And still through life’s journey 
Until my last sigh, 
We'll travel together, 
My Bible and I. 


—Sel. 
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The Troubled Waters 


A Story for Children 


6” Shae. may we go in bathing? Please, Mother,” 

entreated little Danny. “The waves are rolling in 
so big, it should be lots of fun, and you know how I like 
the water.” 

“You promised us we could go in sometime. Please, 
Mother, please,” coaxed twin brother Georgie. “I can hold 
to my rubber tube. Can’t we even go in wading?” 

Mrs. Truhart gazed fondly at her two little boys and 
then took another look at the large waves dashing rough- 
ly on the sandy beach. Storm warnings were being flown 
from the lighthouse on the distant point. It was not a 
suitable time for swimming, bathing or wading. 

“Today the lake is too rough for small boys to go into 
the water,” replied their mother. “Tomorrow perhaps it 
will be smoother and then you can enjoy yourselves even 
more and still not be in danger of drowning.” 

It was easy to see that this decision did not please her 
two young sons, because almost immediately storm warn- 
ings were displayed on the faces of Danny and Georgie. 
As is often the case, people whether young or old are 
often displeased when things do not go their way and 
these two boys were no exception. However, previous ex- 
perience had taught them that it did no good to beg and 
plead with their mother in order to get what they wanted. 
When mother said a thing she generally meant just what 
she said, 

“There are still a great many things you can do,” con- 
tinued their mother, ‘and still be out in the healthful 
sunshine. Why not build yourselves some sand houses on 
this nice beach? Watch the sea gulls as they fly and glide 
with the air currents. Count the number of waves that 
roll upon the beach in five minutes. I am sure my young 
sons can count that high. Then when you want a change, 
you may hunt up some drift wood for our campfire this 
evening. You know how you boys like to roast marshmal- 
lows around the fire.” 

The twins were ordinarily well behaved and devoted to 
each other, but on this afternoon things were different. 
The boys, after starting to shape some buildings in the 
moist sand, were soon shouting at each other. It seemed 
that Danny, in escaping a rather large wave rolling upon 
the beach, stepped backward right on the barn that 
Georgie was building. 

“Look out, look out,” cried Georgie. “You just spoiled 
my barn. Now I will have to start over; and so can you 
start over.” Reaching over, he used both hands to tear 
down Danny’s half completed house. 

Danny immediately wailed loudly and sought to even 
the score by tossing a handful of sand in Georgie’s gen- 
eral direction. Georgie, forgetting the precept of return- 
ing good for evil, carried the action still further by throw- 
ing two handfuls of sand directly at Danny. It was at this 
time that their mother was attracted by the commotion 
and hurried to the scene. 

“What ever has gotten into my boys that you should 
act this way?” asked Mrs. Truhart. “Really, I am ashamed 
of you. Two brothers losing their temper and throwing 
dirt at each other. I shall have to tell Father about this as 
soon as he arrives here after work. Now I want both of 


you to sit on that log until you cool off and are ready to 
apologize to each other.” 

At first Georgie and Danny sat at opposite ends of the 
log; but after a few minutes they slid closer together and 
were soon engaged in an earnest conversation. It seemed 
they had a common interest in a certain matter. Their 
mother rarely spanked them but Father believed whole- 
heartedly in such methods. Woodshed sessions he called 
them. And when he performed the operation it hurt just 
where it was supposed to hurt, and besides it was quite 
humiliating because, after all, they took no delight in 
doing wrong. But it just seemed to happen every now and 
then. 

“Mother,” called the boys together, “if we make up 
peaceful-like right away and behave extra special all the 
rest of the afternoon, will you keep from telling Father? 
We promise to never throw dirt at each other again.” 

Mrs. Truhart, being a wise and understanding mother, 
could see that the boys had learned a lesson and she hoped 
they would remember it a long, long time. If the twins 
had profited by their experience, then it was not neces- 
sary to burden Father with the tale of their naughty 
actions. 

So she seated herself on the log between her small sons 
and put an arm around each of them. 

“Boys,” she said, “as long as you feel you have learned 
a lesson, we won’t mar Father’s evening at the cottage 
with a tale of wrong deeds. Now even though it is: too 
rough to go in bathing today, there are still some great 
lessons we can observe from those wildly dashing waves. 
Look and see how dirty the water is, mixed with sand and 
sea weed. See how the wind acts on one wave after an- 
other as they rush toward the shore.” 

Both of the twins now stood up so as to better see tee 
white-capped lake in front of them. 

“Now Danny and Georgie,” continued Mother, “I am 
sure you will agree that the water is troubled and angry 
and restless. And this condition is nothing new because 
the grand Prophet Isaiah observed this same thing over 
twenty-five hundred years ago, as he very likely sat on 
the shores of the great salt sea. He made a very true and 
lasting comparison between the dashing waves and a cer- 
tain class of people. Can you tell me what it was Danny? 
Georgie? 

“You don’t recall it, either one of you? Well I do not 
remember that you have studied it in Bible School,” said 
Mother, “so I will quote it for you as I remember it. ‘The 
wicked are like the troubled sea, when it cannot rest, 
whose waters cast up mire and dirt. There is no peace, 
saith my God, to the wicked.’ 

“See how true that verse really is,’ continued Mrs. 
Truhart, “when you boys lost your tempers and began 
throwing sand at each other, you were doing wrong and 
therefore compared to the troubled sea. And surely things 
were not peaceful while you were in this condition. You 
know you were not happy while making such a disturb- 
ance. 


“Of course, Danny and Georgie,” said their mother. 


“The waters are not always rough and wild; most of the 
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time they are calm and peaceful. Just as most of the time 
my two little boys are gentle and peaceful.” 

The two boys nodded their heads in agreement and 
Georgie said, “I don’t want to act like those rough old 
waves any more.” 

“And another thing to remember, boys,” said Mrs. Tru- 
hart, “is that the Bible contains verses and ideas to fit 
most any occasion. I wonder if either of you can quote 
me two or three verses from a certain psalm where the 
waters are described as being just the opposite of rough.” 

“T think I know what you mean this time, Mother,” 
replied little Danny. “It is in the twenty-third psalm. 
‘The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He maketh 
me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside 
the still waters. He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in 
the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.’ Still 
waters are just the opposite of rough waters, aren’t they, 
Mother ?” 

“Yes, Danny, they are,” said Mother. “Just think how 
much more peaceful things would be in this world if 
everyone tried to pattern their lives after them. Now it 
is time to prepare supper. Father will soon be home from 
work. Would my twins like to help me?” 





The Pass Key of Faith 


“Without faith it is impossible to please God.” 


HIS verse is one of the most familiar texts in the 

Bible. Without faith it is impossible to please God, or 
in other words, we may have all the Christian graces but 
if we have no faith in God and His promises it will avail 
us nothing. Or we might say we cannot have good works 
and keep the commandments without faith. It is by faith 
we grasp and cling to the promises. 

Faith may be compared to a life line. If we grasp it, 
hold it, and use it, as a sinking soul in the water grasps 
any object it will bring us to the shores of that eternal 
day. 

First we must be willing to grasp the life line of faith 
and then we must use it daily and hourly. By constant use 
we will grow stronger. Like as a slender child trying to 
do some great task, it takes practice and growth of the 
young muscles before the work can be accomplished. It 
is a step by step growth. 

As our faith in God and His promises increases it will 
show in our countenances. It will cause a new light and 
radiance to come into our lives. When faith has strength- 
ened our hopes and aspirations it will be like a battery 
and will charge and infuse faith and hope into others. 

It is no light thing to lose faith in God and His truth 
for with that loss perish the highest ideals and most en- 
ergizing motives. “Hold fast,’ says the Master, as a 
drowning man holds fast to the rope, for it is Life. It is 
not impossible to retain our Christian faith because we 
live in an atmosphere of doubt and skepticism. Hold fast 
to the faith once delivered to the saints, it is the pure 
undefiled word of God. 

Guard well the citadel of faith, sleep not, but watch 
and pray. Doubt and skepticism are ever waiting at the 
gate, using guile and flattery to break down and crush 
our strong holds. Guard well your faith, it’s worth the 


strain, the effort, the strife. It will be our tower of 
strength when come the storms of life, a fortress that 
will stand against the wiles of the devil. Each time we let 
doubt enter we become weaker for the next battle, but 
each conquest makes us stronger. 

The most important part of the armor prepared for 
the Christian is the shield of faith. If we are clad with 
this shield no poison arrow of doubt can pierce us. When 
faith becomes weak temptation is sure to enter and find 
lodgment. 

Doubt is like a terrible serpent and will kill us if we 
allow it to creep in. It may be compared to the “bush- 
master” in South America. It is the most terrible of all 
serpents. It grows to a great size and is highly venomous. 
Beautiful is its coloring, which is like the rainbow. 
Every color is shown with superb iridescence, as it glides 
along in the sunlight. He who is unfortunate and is bitten 
by the bushmaster seldom lives more than twenty minutes 
for there is no known antidote and his blood is turned to 
terrible corruption. How fitting the comparison when bit- 
ten and poisoned by doubt, it will corrupt our life blood 
to such a degree we will not have the spiritual strength to 
recover. 

Our minds are not vacuums: therefore it will be nec- 
essary to fill them with the precious promises, fulfilled 
prophecy and things that build faith before we can ex- 
pect to rid our minds of doubt. Watch well your faith. 

The disciples of Jesus had the same conflict for they 
prayed, “Lord, increase our faith.” In the midst of strife 
and conflict it should be our daily petition, “Lord, increase 
our faith.” To put our trust in God in everything is no 
small work. We say we will put our trust in Him in some 
things but to trust Him in everything is a gigantic task. 

We all have moments of discouragement but it is then 
we must look through the telescope of faith. It is a sort 
of magic worker. Faith can always pierce the darkest 
clouds and borrow from the brightness of the future. 
Faith can see the hilltop, though in the valley the mists 
are cold and gray. 

Faith and hope always go together. We cannot have 
hope of the things we have not seen without faith in 
God’s word. In like manner we cannot have faith in the 
future without hope of the promises. Great tasks are 
never accomplished by the hesitant, irresolute or unde- 
cided, but courage and faith and hope are the moving fac- 
tors in every Christian’s life. A Christian cannot have a 
“rubber spine” and be indifferent to evil. Indifference is 
so prevalent in the world today it should awaken us to 
bestir ourselves and add courage and hold fast to that 
which is true, honest, just and pure. 

Each new day we awake to go into an unknown world. 
God in His mercy conceals what is before us. If we could 
view the future with its many trials, disappointments, 
sorrows and conflicts we would give up in despair. Each 
day if we add the needed strength and trust in God we 
will be able to endure the burdens. 

Are we using our faith as a stimulant or a sedative? 
Are we sitting back and listening to slumber songs of the 
“old man,” or is our faith a working faith, one that stirs 
us from the bottom of our heart. God is faithful and He 
will not suffer us to be tempted above what we are able 
to bear. 

We hear much about the miracle drugs of the twenti- 
eth century, of the many cures for diseases that were pre- 
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viously considered incurable, also of the relief received 
by the new tranquilizers for the many mental diseases. 
Untold lives have been saved through the new inventions 
and improvements. Faith might be compared to a wonder 
drug for our spiritual maladies. Doubt is a terrible plague 
that strikes and spreads; it eats as a canker, but if we 
a inoculated with faith it will counteract this deadly 
oe. 

In England many years ago lighted lanterns were hung 
in the church steeple and on the streets at night. The 
watchman when making his usual round would call out, 
“Hang out your light.” In this age of darkness and un- 
rest we need to let our light shine so that others may be 
guided by the light of truth. Let us hold up the light of 
truth higher and higher, have faith in it knowing it will 
dispel the darkness and light the world from pole to pole. 
We must make our presence known by holding up the 
light or our life will be a failure. 

A notable was once discussing the British victories 
over the French and said, “British soldiers are not braver 
than French soldiers; they are only braver for five min- 
utes longer.” The Christian challenge is not to fight sin 
and wrong for five minutes longer but we must be faith- 
ful until death. It is for us to prove true always, under 
every trial and circumstance, and faith is the force or 
power that will give us strength to perform the task. 

A visitor came upon a noted musician who was practic- 
ing scales very slowly. The visitor said, “Surely you don’t 
need to practice scales.” The musician replied, “The great 
problem in playing a cello is how to get from one note to 
the next.” That is the big problem with us, how do we 
get from this day to the next. Can we go from one trial to 
the next without losing faith? Can we place our entire 
trust in God and say, “Thy will be done”? This is where 
the practice comes. It cannot be spasmodic or in a half- 
hearted manner but must be accomplished with all our 
mind, might and strength. 

A drop of water on a polished blade may leave but a 
very little mark if wiped off immediately. But if it is left 
to remain for days how different the effect. So with sin 
and doubt if left in our minds. Whether in thought or ac- 
tion, sin left to work its ruin will leave its mark on our 
character until we can no longer efface it. Constant vigi- 
lance in wiping the blade clean, to dislodge the slightest 
stain of sin, is the only way we can keep our garment 
clean and spotless. 

Faith, this most precious of all virtues, can be com- 
pared to a “pass key” which will open to us the future 
glory. God has promised life free from sickness, sorrow, 
pain and death. Let us use the key of faith while we still 
have time that we may enter into the joys of the future. 





No seed of truth, that’s tossed 
To earth, is ever lost. 

No matter what the soil, or clime, 
It will bear its fruit in time, 

And earth, henceforth, be blessed 
With harvest fields, unguessed. 
Sower, thrust hand into the sack. 
Seed to the sower will come back. 


OBITUARIES 
MARY ELISABETH CRYE 


On Thursday, August 7, our assistant pastor, Kenneth 
E. Flowerday, was called upon to conduct the funeral 
services for our sister and friend, Mary Elisabeth Crye, 
at the Brown Funeral Home, Livonia, N. Y. 

Our sister was born Dec. 3, 1891 at East Avon, N. Y., 
the daughter of Frederick and Anna Oldendorf. She was 
married on March 3, 1915 to Clarence Henry Crye with 
whom she lived happily until his death in 1949. She is 
survived by two sons, Donald E. and Thomas C. Crye; 
one brother, Frank Oldendorf, and six grandchildren, all 
of East Avon, N. Y.; also several nieces and nephews. 

As our sister journeyed through life she seemed to 
garner more than her share of misfortune. She never was 
robust or strong, and poor health was her nearly constant 
companion; yet she was resigned to her lot and bore her 
affliction courageously and bravely. 

Sister Crye was a good wife and loving mother. She 
was sincere in what she believed to be right, honest and 
straight-forward in all her dealings. In 1919 she affili- 
ated herself with the Megiddo Mission Church where she 
attended services whenever convenient. Her passing 
leaves a void not easily filled. To those who mourn we ex- 
tend the Scriptural hope of that better new world where 
death shall be unknown. 


CHARLES ESSAR 


We are informed by his wife that Charles Essar of 
Theodore, Sask., Canada, has recently passed away. He 
had been a subscriber to the MEGIDDO MESSAGE for nine 
years. 


To the bereaved we extend our deepest sympathy. 





A MORNING PRAYER 


O God, our Creator and Keeper, we thank Thee for the 
sweet refreshment of sleep and for the glory and vigor 
of a new day. As we set our faces once more toward our 
daily work, we pray Thee for the strength sufficient for 
our tasks. May Christ’s spirit of duty and service ennoble 
all we do. May there be nothing in this day’s work of 
which we shall be ashamed when the sun has set, nor in 
the eventide of our life when our task is done and we go 
to gain the great Taskmaster’s reward. Amen. 





Row the other fellow across the stream, and you get 
there yourself. 


The safest rule through life, instead of reforming 
others, is to set about perfecting yourself. 


If you don’t get everything you want, think of the 
things you didn’t get that you didn’t want. 


A wise man will make for himself more opportunities 
than he finds. 


Pleasure is something you can take or give, but happi- 
ness is something you share. 
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Meditations 
On the Word 


“For I desired mercy, and not sacrifice; and the knowledge 
of God more than burnt offerings” (Hosea 6: 6). 


The history of many of the world’s great religions 
seems to have followed a more or less definite pattern. 
The teacher of a system of ethics or philosophy acquires 
followers, who in the course of time become an organized 
church, which in turn develops a more or less elaborate 
ritual for the purpose of teaching its doctrines or ap- 
proaching its deities or satisfying its communicants. Even- 
tually this ritual outgrows and overshadows the original 
ethical teaching, and may completely displace it. People 
like it that way. As H. G. Wells puts it, it is easier to 
offer “candles rather than the heart, to shave the head 
and retain the scheming privacy of the brain inside it.” 
Ritual makes no demands upon the inner self, while 
ethics may be inconvenient. 

Judaism and Christianity, the only religions of Divine 
origin, have perhaps suffered more than others from this 
human tendency. In thinking of the ceremonies of the 
Levitical code, we must never forget that the people of 
God, in all ages when organized government existed, have 
been under two laws, that of the temporal authority and 
that which Paul terms in Rom. 3: 27 “the law of faith.” 


The Patriarchs, as nomadic chiefs, were little con- 
cerned with national laws; but their daily lives were 
governed by the ageless Law of Faith, ministered to them 
by angels. From Moses to Christ, a period of 1,540 years, 
the Chosen People were subject to a temporal law in 
addition to the same law of salvation. It was the admi- 
rable Mosaic code which contained, beside the most enlight- 
ened civil and criminal legislation, a complicated religious 
ritual which was the official form of public worship as 
well as a shadow of greater and eternal things (Heb. 10: 
1). As the Jewish nation lost its sovereignty the tem- 
poral aspects of the Law lost their meaning to a large 
extent, but the ethical and ceremonial portions were not 
taken away until they were fulfilled in Christ. 


From the very beginning, however, the human tend- 
ency prevailed, and the ceremonies became more compli- 
cated as the ethics were more and more neglected, until 
by the time of its decease the Law was ready for burial. 
The Jewish religion had become so completely petrified 
that it no longer served any useful purpose, and some- 
thing better had come. The history of the judges and 
kings of Israel and Judah is depressing reading, in a way. 
But through it all the voice of the prophets speaks in 
clear tones, pleading for a return to the law of faith and 
righteousness, condemning their empty, cold-hearted sac- 
rifices and ceremonies as little better than idolatry. Rare- 
ly do we hear a prophet of Jehovah pleading for stricter 
observance of the Temple rites, but always a call to in- 
dividual reformation. 


When Saul, the tragic, headstrong king of Israel, ex- 
cused his disobedience by his patronage of the Lord’s 
sacrifices the Prophet Samuel sternly rebuked him: “Hath 


the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices 
as in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is 
better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams. 
For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness 
is as iniquity and idolatry” (I Sam. 15: 22, 23). 

Such is the cry of every inspired writer, even in the 
days when those rites were valid. “To do justice and judg- 
ment is more acceptable to the Lord than sacrifice,” says 
Prov. 21:3. Isaiah thunders, “Bring no more vain obla- 
tion, incense is an abomination to me. ... Wash you, make 
you clean, put away the evil of your doings from before 
mine eyes; cease to do evil; learn to do well” (ch. 1: 183— 
16). “I hate, I despise your feast days, and I will not smell 
in your solemn assemblies,” God proclaims through Amos 
(5: 21, 24). “But let judgment run down as waters, and 
righteousness as a mighty stream.” Jesus, in one of His 
memorable sayings which are the charter of our liberties, 
which emancipated man from the rites of temple and 
altar and brought him face to face, in full responsibility, 
with his God, quotes the words of our text to His Phari- 
saic critics: “But go and learn what that meaneth, I will 
have mercy and not sacrifice” (Matt. 9:13). 

Such was the formula. For internal order and public 
worship, the Law; for personal salvation, the Prophets. 
Keeping that balance seemed to be Israel’s great trouble. 

Grounded, as all civil and criminal codes must be, in 
absolute retributive justice, the Mosaic code was well 
termed a “ministration of death.” For humanity in the 
mass such a law is necessary, for our race is not yet com- 
pletely out of the jungle. The lawless mob is restrained 
by fear. But for those more advanced individuals who 
could receive it, there was and is the law of faith, grounded 
in absolute love. Instead of ‘‘an eye for an eye, and a tooth 
for a tooth,” it promised that “whoso confesseth and 
forsaketh them [his sins] shall have mercy.” “I will for- 
give their iniquity, and I will remember their sins no 
more.” The keynote of the gospel is the forgiveness of 
past and forsaken sins. 

Yet who can say that the law of love does not more 
closely approach absolute justice than the old code of ret- 
ribution? What can be, to the civilized mind, more just 
than the blotting out of sins which have ceased to exist— 
not because an innocent Saviour died in our room and 
stead but because it would be unjust to hold against us 
wrongs which have been righted and faults overcome? No 
wonder we are enjoined to cultivate the spirit of forgive- 
ness toward others, in view of our own frailty. 

It is not by accident that mercy is so often given first 
place in the list of needed reforms. Mercy is not inherent 
in man, as every student of savage customs and cultures 
knows. There is still far too much physical cruelty in the 
world, and the Christian will be free from every trace of 
it. He will also avoid that Pharisaic cruelty of judgment 
which is induced by self-righteousness. No greater mercy 
could be shown to our fellow man than to rescue him 
from the clutches of sin and lead him into the way of 
salvation. This is the lesson of the parable of the Good 
Samaritan. 

The “knowledge of God” which is more desirable than 
burnt offerings is not simply familiarity with His Word, 
but to demonstrate our knowledge by our daily manner of 
life. Jesus summed it up well when He said, “If ye know 
these things, happy are ye if ye do them” (John 13:17). 





Your Questions Answered 


BIBLICAL 


Do you have a question? Personal replies to Biblical questions 
will be sent to any correspondent, and counsel will be offered on 
problems pertaining to the spiritual life. The Mrecippo MrssacE 
will publish only the most helpful discussions for the benefit of 
other readers. No names shall be mentioned. 


How can the following verses be harmonized with the 


Biblical teaching of complete destruction of the wicked— 
Rev. 14: 10, 11? 


Verse 7 of this chapter establishes the time and setting 
of the passage in question. It is the hour of God’s judg- 
ments upon earth. At that time Babylon shall fall, and all 
who still persist in worshiping “the beast,” or in sub- 
scribing to false doctrines, shall be “tormented with fire 
and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in 
the presence of the Lamb.” The fire which torments is not 
literal, but rather the judgments of God which shall com- 
pel the advocates and devotees of religious error to aban- 
don their belief and assent to the true religion, or else 
perish. 

“And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever 
and ever.” The word translated “for ever and ever,’ is 
aion, which has for some of its definitions, ‘one’s life- 
time, ... an age, generation, a space of time clearly de- 
fined and marked out.” The smoke of their torment is 
circumscribed to the limits of that age, that forty-year 
period of divine judgments (Read Mic. 7: 15—17; Acts 
7:36). The elimination of the incorrigibles purges the 
earth and clears the atmosphere for the dawn of the 
Millennial Day in which not a trace of the smoke of their 
torment shall remain. 


If, as you claim, the Bible is a self-interpreting Book, how 
have the clergy developed such a diversity of creeds from 
the simplest passages? 


It is because they approach the Bible, not with an open 
mind, but with “an axe to grind”—a theory to confirm or 
a system of theology to uphold. By isolating texts from 
their connection and telling what they think the meaning 
to be, they sometimes succeed in wresting the Scriptures 
to an apparent confirmation of a creed which can be 
traced back to a pagan source. But such wresting, the 
apostle warns, is to their own destruction (II Peter 3: 
16). They take what looks good to them and ignore all the 
rest, reading into the Book ideas which are utterly for- 
eign to its general spirit and plain teachings. The Book 
prohibits such “private interpretation.” As Peter de- 
clared, “No prophecy of the Scripture is of any private 
interpretation (II Pet. 1: 20). 

When studied by subjects, with the one object of learn- 
ing its deep spiritual truths, regardless of our past educa- 
tion, the Bible as God gave it is self-interpreting and 
free from every contradiction and error. Its doctrines 
are not yea and nay, but yea and Amen (II Cor. 1:19). 


What can one individual do to help stem the rising tide 
of immorality and godlessness? 


One individual’s efforts may seem futile but in his own 
small way and in his own small circle he may do much 
good, and influence many lives toward better living. 

To be a missionary for good in this world the first 
essential is preparedness. The first requirement is knowl- 
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edge of what is right and good. God’s Word provides this 
knowledge and when one has acquired a reasonable con- 
ception of the difference between right and wrong, and 
truth and error, then he must concentrate in developing 
his own character until it is above reproach. In this way 
he can be an example of right to those about him. Then 
he can proceed further and talk to people at opportune 
times and teach them the beauty of God’s knowledge as 
compared with the thoughts of man. 


I am just plain bored with everything, and that makes life 
difficult. How can I overcome this? 


What is your goal in life? What do you live for? In 
what kind of activity do you find satisfaction? You can 
find the reason for your condition by examining your 
inner life and motives. If you are living simply to gain 
all you can for yourself then be sure your life will be 
miserable, especially when you cannot get what you want. 
If your wants are earthly, and selfish, then your difficult 
road will only get worse. 

You can find contentment and experience life as worth 
living when you devote your life in service for the good 
of others. Of course, you need to provide the necessities 
for yourself but in your spare time (or take time specifi- 
cally), make an effort to do some deeds of kindness for 
others. There are endless ways in which this may be done. 
Do it willingly and do it because God commands it. 

Forget yourself. Think of others and God. 


Why does God sometimes permit people to live on in ex- 


cruciating pain when it would be merciful relief to terminate 
their torture by death? 


A similar question has been asked, Why do doctors 
and nurses prolong the life of apparently hopeless in- 
dividuals, causing the victim more suffering when death 
would be a merciful release? Their answer is that many 
cases which appear hopeless are many times restored 
to health and the individual enjoys years of useful life. 

And God is more wise than man. God does not bring 
the sickness or suffering on man. It comes on man because 
of ignorance, carelessness, or heredity. God allows it 
in this age. Through it men and women often learn val- 
uable lessons which turn them more seriously to God or 
to help their fellow man. Often the patient recovers and 
lives a profitable life. Many an individual has learned 
lessons of lasting worth on a sick bed and passed them on 
to posterity. And in prolonged illness an individual may 
adjust his thoughts and attitudes according to the stand- 


ard of the Word, and thus complete the perfection of his 
character. 


Since you do not believe in a personal devil, who is the 
devil spoken of in John 13: 2? 


Since the word “devil” as used in the Scriptures means 
an opposer, or an unhealthy condition of the mind or 
body, in this case it was Judas’ evil thoughts. His frustra- 
tion and desire for money is what prompted him to betray 
his Master. Judas was termed a devil by Jesus in John 
6:70 because he was in opposition to God and Christ. 
There was no super-human being tempting him. 
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Cems of Life for Youth 


LIE 


“Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with 
thy might; for there is no work, nor device, nor 
knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, whither 
thou goest” (Eccl. 9:10). 


lead the youthful mind to serious reflec- 

tions than that of an aged person, who has 
misspent a long life, and who, when standing near 
the end of life’s journey, looks down the long vista 
of his years, only to recall opportunities unim- 
proved. Now that it is all too late, he can plainly 
see where he passed by in heedless haste the real 
gems of life in pursuit of the glittering tinsel of 
pleasure, which, when gained, vanishes at the 
touch. What course would he pursue if time were 
turned back and he were permitted to live again 
those wasted years? But this cannot be granted. 
Regrets are futile, except when they awaken in 
the minds of youth a desire to avoid errors and a 
desire to gather only the true jewels of life. 


No BETTER illustration can be conceived to 


Life with its thousand voices is calling upon 
you. We seek to inspire you with a wish and a 
will to meet it with a brave spirit. We seek to 
point you to its nobler meanings and its higher 
results. The tinsel with which your imagination 
has invested it will fall off as soon as you have 
fairly entered on its experience. So we say to you, 
take up life’s duties now, learn something of what 
life is before you take upon yourself its great 
responsibilities. 


Great destinies lie shrouded in your swiftly 
passing hours; great responsibilities stand in the 
passages of everyday life; great dangers lie hid- 
den in the by-paths of life’s great highway; great 
uncertainty hangs over your future history. God 
has given you existence with full power and op- 
portunity to improve it and to be happy; He has 
given you equal power to despise the gift and be 
wretched. Which you will do is the great problem 
to be solved by your choice and conduct. 


Every youth should form at the outset of his 
career the solemn purpose to make the most and 
the best of the powers which God has given him, 
and to turn to the best possible account every out- 
ward advantage within his reach. 


You must not expect to find the road through 
life all smooth. And whether rich or poor, high or 
low, you will be disappointed if you build on any 
other foundation. Take life like a man! Take it as 
though you were born to perform a certain part 


of it, as though the world had waited for your 
coming. Live for something, and for something 
worthy of life and its capabilities and opportuni- 
ties, for noble deeds and achievements. 


It is the motto of every true heart that no man 
liveth to himself—chiefly for his own selfish good. 
We promote our real happiness in the exact pro- 
portions we contribute to the comfort and happi- 
ness of others. 


A great action is always preceded by a great 
purpose. Deal with questions and facts of life as 
they really are. What can be done, and is worth 
doing, do with dispatch; what cannot be done, or 
would be worthless when done, leave for the idlers 
and dreamers along life’s highway. 


Yesterday was ours, but it is gone; today is all 
we possess, for tomorrow we may never see. We 
creep into childhood, bound into youth, sober into 
manhood, and totter into old age. Therefore, in 
the golden hours of the present let each one plant 
the seeds whereby the harvest for good may be 
reaped. Let each one decide at once upon a noble 
purpose, then take it up bravely, bear it off joy- 
fully, lay it down triumphantly. 





Life is onward; use it with a forward aim; 

Toil is heavenly; choose it, and its warfare claim. 

Look not to another to perform your will; 

Let not your own brother keep your warm hand 
still. 


Life is onward: never look upon the past; 
It would hold you ever in its clutches fast. 
Now is your dominion; weave it as you please; 
Bid not the soul’s pinion to a bed of ease. 


Life is onward: try it, ere the day is lost; 

It hath virtue; buy it, at whatever cost. 

If the world should offer every precious gem, 
Look not at the scoffer, change it not for them. 


Life is onward: heed it, in each varied dress; 
Your own act can speed it on to happiness. 
His bright pinion o’er you, time waves not in vain, 
If Hope chant before you, her prophetic strain. 


Life is onward: prize it, in sunshine and in storm; 
Oh! do not despise it in its humblest form. 
Hope and Joy together, standing at the goal, 
Through life’s darkest weather beckon on the soul. 
—Sel. 
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